T6 



PPC 



P 



P 



«. 



r APPROVID | 
? BY THE 
i. COMICS 
( CODE 

I, W 

t AUTHORITY 



N0.53 



i 




10c 



ANOTHER 
STORY OF 

THE 
PRESTO 

KID! 


















// 




I CONFESS/ 
DOKJT DROP ME, 

PRESTO/ J 

ROBBED THE 

STAGECOACH/ 



WE'LL RIPPLE YOUR 
BODY WITH MUSCLES and LOAD 
TNT IN YOUR FISTS 

Say iOl tOUIS and TED KWSltWSKI 




• Tired 

• Nervous 

• Rundown 

• Skinny 

• Fit > nd Flabby 

• Always faeiiif 
picked on? 



Tkm it UMlhr ai In 
ira Til •«< Ik* atlar 

hilrKhiti toll in. In 

toll tMtl U1U !•»♦•« 



\ 




Let us broaden your chest 
•nd shoulders. ..add solid 
new muscles to your body. 

I with you could come with Ted and 
me to Lou Stillman's famous iraininn 
headquarters ... sec for yourself how 
the Champions build their hnriie; anil 
keep physically fit. 

Arc you (at and flabby? Watch Ted show his surefire 
method to remove fat. Tired and nervous? See K-id 
Gavilan's tested plan lo liven you up. Want power- 
ful shoulders? Football sur Doak Walker has a 
proven body builder that gives you results. . . FAST! 

If you want lo be a star athlete or look, like one 
. let these gt«t Stars and myself help you. It's 
••1'iiplc. It's easy. Just 15 minutes a day makes you a 
real man. Find out how by mailing Ihe coupon. 

I'll send you my "Fight Secrets" for just 10<* — so 
hal you'll be sure 10 write me. Get off the bench - 
nto Ihe game. Send mc the coupon right now! 

Sincerely 



£)oe^ ctet^ 




MAIL COUPON TODAY 



101 LOUIS, e/i THE MiriOMk IfOrM CC-lrHwll. DlfT. E»£6 
11 Wilt 111* Strtal, Ml* Tar t 31, M. T. 

DtH JO«; 



fj Plaaaa una ma it.oMalv fKl > Ml |M samn 
i ■Dianition ef now ira National Sonus Council 



jnd samolit* 
can 



build ml Mi right hind ol t<>d> 

C Incjoiia is 10c. Pima lacluai yeur unous Bant 
flCMI SECKfS, 



LET THISI FAMOUS CHAMPIONS 

POINT YOUR WAY TO ATHLETIC OLORY 



BOB COUSY shows you how to sharpen your re 
fleies and develop stamina-no matter what your size— 
for basketball . . . handball . . IN UTILE TIME. 

YOGI BERRA the American league's mosl valuable 
player, builds up your confidence . . . 10TS Of FUN. 

DOAK WALKER gives you ins special toughening 
method Builds your shoulders and neck into "shock 
absorbers' tor football. WITH LITTLE EFFORT. 

KIO GAVILAN leveals his secrets of split-second 
liming increases you» resistance to fatigue wi1h his 
tested training camp woikoul WORKS WONDERS. 

Win new popularity Guaranteed to add 
solid inches to your chest. Easy . . . Al 
Home ...In leu than 15 minutes a Jay! 
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THIS AOVIintlMINT IS SPONIORID •« 

THE NATIONAL SPORTS COUNCIL 

11 w.n aaih Sir.. I Naw Tark la. Mao Yark D.*i. E-26 




' 



■"••• a«ij 



l-utiiaaiad Hu-ui, , u, Macula 

-...--.-■-. niri.... iji. K« a,-.,,. .,,. Laula «.. ......I, Earcudn . ■ n I ! •- . ... •. < ». 

• undalaaa aaalla* al aha ftm mil— ai w laui. Ha. lavlar u,. Ad .1 lnu *,!..,.-. 
...nan-, •too. Mtn •» aaanaiiUN i»:.« M UaaMiu & w».i.... r-,,-.-i u uxa. ' M *" " '""" , "*" 




RECKON 1 AMBiTTBA.ReD 
MASK. FACT IS BEi.-jG A BOUNTY 
HUNTER — BRINGING IN AN OUTLAW 
OR WANTED MAN JUST TO GET The 
BfWAftO On him-iS HiGHT UPMY 
ALLEY. I LIKE MONEY. 



DAYS LATER. IN 

SHEARS wESTO* 
-REDM4SK B6inS 
I UP ALONG A ROCKY CAN- 

(VON THAU--./ 

— t vOiCES 
DOWN 

below.' 





fBOMASK JESTS, BUT OE£P INSIDE HIM, HE 

«• HURT ANO VAGUELY ALARMEO... 



OO 



MAYBB I OUGHT TO ) NO. THANKS.' LIKE 
SIVB UP MY JOB AS J I TOLO YOU, I 
B^PBPUTY SHfiRlFROP^ THIS FOR THE 
BUHBT ANO LBT YOU ) /HONiY IN IT.' 

TAwe over.' ^/b«inqihg in outlaws ' 
(9 10uh job, ano 
my homy/ 






i 



IT DOESN'T MATTER 
WhiCh OP US MAKES 
TMB ARR66T, BLKiNS, 
JUST SO LONG AS OUT- 
LAWS PAY FOR TwEiR 




HAVE: I 
GONE STALER 
WHAT'S THE 
MATTB" 
WITH MS ? 
WMY CAN'T 
I CATCH 
OUTLAtfB ANY 
MORE? WHY 
DOES PRED BLMINS" 
Always brinC in_ 
THE MEN t GO 
OUTTOCAPTLRE.*' 
MAVSB I OUSHTri 
TO RESIGN. 



lV 



* IT WS IMAfllNATlON? 00 PEOPLE TALK 

A 9 OUT HIM A1«»LV-0« WOKSE. 
•iTHCTiCAlLY. 



fT^USlNESSMEN MAKE JOKfiB ABOUT M» FAILU«S, 
"J) BUT THEIR FACES ARE TGHT AND 6*IM... 




REDmA** 15 ON TmE TRAIL AT 

SUNUP. . . 



lookTukeimvA 

Pt^iNS IN LUCM. ^/, 

IT'STATB BELCHIN- >. 
WANTED FOR ROBBEflY " 

AND MURDER IN THREE 
STATES AND T*e 

TERRITORIES.' 









N THE TOWN OF BULLET, AFT6K JAILING TATE 
BELCMEN, THE CR.MSCN C4VALER FINOS 

FEDERAL MARSHAL. HANK UJMAN, WAITING FO«H(M. 




ff 



HE TRAIL OP THE /MASKED MAN ENDS ON THE 
MARORACKED 



3ME H0UR5 LATER, IN /ARROYO GAP... 



LAVA FLATS... 



ALL VOU REPORTERS WILL GET THE 
STORf FROM REPMASK, 3UT GO EASf ON 
HIM. HE'S CARRYINS SOME DYNAMITE 
BACK TO BULLET FOR ME— ANO I DON'T 
WANT HIM HOT UNDER 

ThiS COLL/IK! 



m 

HA! HA! HAJ 



/" 




rM BULLET, FRED ELWNS IS 
AMONG THE FIRST TO OFFER 
HIS CONGRATULATIONS... 



MOW OlD ELKINS KNOW ABOUT 
THE IAVA FLATS? I NEVER 
MENTIONED THEM TO MARSHAL 
LUMAN OR THOSE REPORTERS.' 
THE ONLY WAY HE COULP KNOW 
IS BECAUSE - HE HIMSELF 
WAS THS MASKED MM WHO 
TRIED TO FREE 8ELCHEN/ 



T*VO PAYS LATER, WHEN THE : 
i BOUNTY- HUNTER RIDES OUT 

AFTER WANTEO TRAIN ROBBER, 
; SPUR EVANS, THE CRIMSON 

CAVALIER ISCL065 BEHIND... 




WHV NOTRI06 OVER AND TALK \ 
TO RED MIKE AND CHIPS JOHNSTON? ) 
THEVBE riOtSO,UP IN A BOX. AN-/ 
IN NOT FAR FROM HfcK 



IP THE^ TELL ME "YOU PLAV A STRAIGHT 
jSAMI ^^ OEAL. "YOU LL ARRF5T 

P _ MB, COLLECT THE 
r 'J 7 REWARD AMD WEI 




lEXT MORNING, AFTER A SLEEPLESS NiSHT... 



m 





100 AIRPLANES 








^ 



WOW! 

100 Airplanes for 

only $1.35. Imagine 

being the owner of a 

whole fleet of real plastic 

airplanes! All kinds . . . jets, warplones, 

transports] Have fun for hours with your 

friends and family, 



) IN THIS HANGAR 



h 



* * ^>?<v 




V 




Each set of 100 air- 
planes comes packed in a 
iturdy Hangar. ..After you're 
through playing with the air- 
planes, back they go info the 
hongar tor the night. 



, Dept. R.M.53 

. TV . 1472 (roadway, New York, N.¥. 

|Mi»h Coupon ->f Fol|>v 



I Here's r»y $1.2S, Ruth 100 Airplanes In special 

hangar. II noi 100% delighted nty meney will be 
refunded. 



Nor»» 



Addr... 



City 



'Hit 



N* COD -i 




r V *7 H EN A GROUP OF ANGRY CITIZENS ACCUSE TH6 
VV GREEN PHANTOM- THE GiRL DEPUT/-OP BEiNG 
THE LEADER OF THE NOTORIOUS GREEN MASK GANG 
OF HARDCASE OUTLAWS, REPMASK SEES RED.' AN EVIL 
WEB OP CIRCUMSTANCE POINTS TO HER AS THE BRAIN 
BEHIND TRAIN AND STAGE ROBBERIES, BUT REDMA5K 
CANNOT BELIEVE IT. TO PROVE HER INNOCENCE, HE 
DARES HOT LEAD AND SWIFT GUNPLAY TO PUT AN END 
TO THE RUMORS ABOUT — 



THE OUTLAW G(Rl 

f= WATERHOLE IS THE GATHERING PLACE OF 
DESERT. HERE COMES THE PAWNEE MED1C1NE 
MAN.TO SLeSS AND PURIFY ITS WATER WITH 
SACKED HERBS — 



% 



E LONG-RJDING OUTLAW BENDS HERE TO 
DRINK HIS FILL... 



MAV THE WAKAN 
TANK A PROTECT 
ALL WHO THIRST.' 





(TPme black phantom 

TJ allows her bronc to drink 

DEEP OF ITS WATERS BEFORE 
PUSHING ON INTO THE HIGH HILLS — 



igROM THE WATEOHOIE TO THE 
]P ROCKV COUNTRV OF THE RIPSAW 
WILLS ISONLV A FEW HOURS' FIDE... 




GQSREDMASK AND ABEL RAYMOND 
RIDE FOR ARROVO GAP- 



^LACK PHANTOM RIDES FAST FOR BULLET WITH THE 
M0NEY8ELT, TO PUT IT IN THE HANDS OF SHERIFF GASE... 

■ 



1 HONCSTLf 
DON'T KNOW. HE 
ALWAfS WORE 
A MASK WHEN I 
SAW HIM.'MATTER 
OF FACT, WE 
WORE MASKS 
WHEN WE WERE 
TOGETHER. 





8 



IN rui Am. & (Abiat inne 
prop* oowm oi/pr the c.ihi. prn ir < ' 





SHE'S KNOCKED 
OUT. NOW LETS HIGHTAIL 
IT OUT OP HERE/ 




SOMEWHAT LATE« BLACK 
PHANTOM RECOVERS 
FROM HER OAZ£.filD*IG 

mam>*> wiier ?HE 

ARRIVES AT DUSK ... 



BEHIND ™ e SHERIFF ARE 
GROUPED SOME OF THE *ICW#fT 

RANCHERS IN THE BASIN. THEIR 
FACES AR6 HARD AMD COLD... 



G.AP — 



S 




fJ7 l «r»J the 8LACK PHANTOM 
■^ MA* »EEN AILOW6D OUT 0>= 
0^ 4 SUHgrv BONO- 



Jfkl HI0H NOON, flEDMASK AND 

Slack phantom pace theik 
pones between the painted 
tepee 5 op a pawnee v/lla9b— 




MANY OF MY 
ROPES travel: far away 

BY MAIL. AROUND HERE, I 
SELL TO SUCH RICH RANCHERS 
AS SEN RAMONOS. IT 15 HARD 
WORK TO COLLECT THE MAGUEY 
FIBRES, HARD WORK TO CAREFULLY 
0RAIP THEM INTO GOOD ROPES. 
I /MUST CHARGE MUCH MONEY. 
NOT MANY MEN ARE WILL- 
ING TO RAY... 



/^V»skjng their disappoint- 
*•*** went, redmask and slack 
pv.antom return to bullet... 



0W TOWN TMAT NIGHT, i 
REDWASK MAKES HI 



ROUNDS.. 



THAT TRAIL 
CERTAINLY LED 
TO NOWHERE.' 
RAMONOS IS A 
BIG TME RANCHER, 
THE HEAD OP THE 
CATTLEMEN'S 

ASSOCIATION.' 



WE'LL HAVE 

TO TRY 
SOMETHING 
ELSE- 

BUT 
WHAT? 



P 



^ 



k(K 



"->- 



^=T 




I^EOMASK AND HJS ATTACKERS STRUGGLE IN THE OAR.K- 




0UODENL.Y THE BULLET LAWMAN 
*■ ' N BREAKS FREE — 

YOU'RE BOTH ^ 

UNDER ARREST.' 




C7; 



ITH A THUNDER OF DRUMMING MO0F5, A BAND OF 

WILD HORSES CCMESTEARINS ALONG THE SIDE STREET... 




J^T THAT SAME MOMENT IW 
THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE... 




[MEN THE /MASKED RiDER OF THE RtO GRANDE ENTERS THE 
OFFICE. .AFTER A FUTILE CHASE OF MIS ATTACKERS — 

\Y— AND STOLE OUR ONI 1 / 
EVIDENCE. TM6 MASJE7 




STILL, MAVBE WHAT \ I OOT 
HAPPENED TONIGHT FOLLOW 
WAS WORTH A FI6HT/ YOU, 
AMD A BUMP ON /REDMASK.' 
THE HEAD.' 




HlEX" °w. a * ™ e sun 

RIDES HIGH ABOVE THE NORTH 
BOUNDARY LINE OF THE 
RAMONOS CBAIV R RANCH... 



X KNOW YOUR BOfS ROPED «E 
AND STOLE THAT MONEVBELT.' 
THEY USED ONE OP THE MAGUEY 
LARIATS ^OU BLTf FROM THAT 
PAWNEE ROPEVAKER. THAT'S 
ALL THE PROOf I NEED TO 
CUT MYSELF IN ON THE GRAVY.' 




TWATlS 

MARKED MONEY. 

MONEY OUR GREEN MASK 

SAMS STOLE PROM THE BANK 

JOB IN SILVER ClTY. WHEN THEY 

FIND HBR THERE AHQ THE MONEY 
ON HER, THEY'LL THINK SHE'S 
THe HEAD OF THE GREEN 

MAS*« SANS FOR SURE.' 



In) f 



HOUR LATER, ALONG THE 

ROCKY TRAIL TO BULLET... 






GOOD THINS y 


STOP 


WE CAME BY ^ 


TALKING 


THIS SHORTCUT ) 


ANO 


TO SET AHEAD/ 


SHOOT/ 


. OP HER.' >*^ 


7\ 1 /;. 


\A I \ 


^^» T ^A 






. I 1*^.. \rftfr. 




Xw \« 1 


J^ 


)r'^kjtm 




W^r " 


^^ * 




»»* 



WflTH STARTLING SUDDENESS, ^ 
A ROPE PALLS OUT OP THE AIR- 




iSEST 



EVERYTHING W3RKED 

OUT JUST AS WE 

PLANNED. RAMONOS 

SEMT HIS MEN APTER ) OP ALL. 

YOU. I SHADOWED ^HE GAVE 

THEM UNTIL THEY "CmE MARK6D 

MADE THEIR PLAY// MONEV. 
'HE PLANNED 
.TO HAVE IT 
FOUND ON ME TO 
PROVE MY GUILT. 
ITXL BOOMERANG- 
TO CONVICT HIM.' 



LpROM A SAFE DISTANCE, 8EN PAM0NO5 HAS SEEN WHAT HAS 
HAPPENED. HE FLEES AT A MAD GALLOP TOWARD THE DESERT- 



1LLOWING HIM, REDMASK AND 
'BLACK PHANTOM ARRIVE AT 
A DESERT WATGPHOLE... 




I HE CHASE ENDS AT THE NEXT W/ITERhOLE... 



I AM ALL RWMT. 
REDMA»K. BEN RAMONOS 
FOUND ME HERB AND 
KNOCKED ME OUT TO KEEP 
ME PROM TELLING WHICH 
WAY HE WENT. BUT HE 
CANNOT CO^^PARJ 



MY HERBS DO MORE THAN 
BLESS THE WATER I CAST 
THEM IN. THEY ALSO PUHIPY 
IT OF POISONS. RAMONOS DiD 

NOT KNOW THAT I HAD NOT 
YET USED MY HERBS..., 

JOH THIS WATSRmOlE .'" 



Hf pg,v;k 



some polluted 

water and 

passedout. but 

he'll live to 50 

to jail for his 

crimes. now 

let-stake him 

;n... 




THE MOST SENSATIONAL TOY IN AMERICA 

It's Gigantic - Over 1 Feet Leaf 

.gaffs*- - 



Control levers that work' 
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f HE LAWMAN -WAGICIANJ •#■■ r ACK5 A GUN HAS BEEN uP AGA:N9T TOUGH OO'L AW5 

BEFORE: but the CANYON GANG ma-?, an impregnable hideout and it LOOKS AS if 
THE PRESTO KIO has met his match \ 

00K AT PRESTO >/" IN THIS CAN VON HIDEOUT Of OURS, 
PULL REINJ HE KNCWS \ >WE COULP HOLDO^ F A V.HOLE ARMY! 
HE CAN'T COME CLOSER J NOBOOV CAN SET US HERE J 
AND STAY ALWE ! 




EDITOR'S NOTE iSTOKlD* TALE YOU'LL FIND A FEAT OF MAGIC Ci-EARLY EXPLAINED — 

30 ALL YOU JUNIOR PRESTO* S CAN MYSTIFY YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILIIS I 




Gunfire shatters thc stillness of the night... a\ater 




LON&DROP TGOOD! ONCE WE. 
CHASM'S /R1DF THROUGH, 

I DtAP AHEAP,/ THfcRt'LL BE NO 

BOSSiV STOPPING US 

FROM GETTING 
THE HERD OVER 
S^THE BORDER! 




\1 NEVER PACK GUNS— 50 1 
|CAN'T STOP THEM THAT NVAY! 
THIS LOG SHOULD DO 
THE TRICK! 





[ NO CHANCE OF MAKING THE BORPER NOW 
iADFORTHE HIDEOUT! EVERY MA 
FOR himself; 

= — ; 





Jfter a hard ride — 




NWHEW1 PRESTO'S MOUNT 
SURE IS FAST J HE ALMOST 
CAUGHT UP TO US — BUT 
THERE'S NOTHING TO WORRY 
ABOUT NOV/! VJE BEAT HIM TO 
OUR CANYON HIDEOUT 1 




THEVRE THE CANYON 
GANG! BETTER STOP 
HERE- IT'D BE SUICIDE 
TRYING TO RUSH THEIR 
HIDEOUT! 

-^v— v-wv^ <Wf/vf-ONEOF 
V^fc THEM RIDES A 
^■Ir MOUNT WITH AN) 
> - V 0D° SHAPED 
V W^ SHOE '. 






u 



i"<£r 



/■ 



^AYS LATER, A HARDFACED 
STRANGER RlDESlNTOREO 
GULCH, WHERE JEFF GRANT 
RUNS THE BLACKSMITH SHOP. 




(EDITOR'S NOTE: PRESTO'S MOST 
CLOSELY GUARDED SECRET IS 
THAT HE AND JFPP r-P&NT ARE 
ONE AND1HL dU^ ..!"> 



After giving rep gulch a thorough 
once. -over,,, , 




MAGIC? UH-OH'.ILL 
STAY AND WATCH TO0!| 
IT'S THE PRESTO KID 
I'M TRYING TOTRACK 
DOWN„ AND ANYBODY 
WHO KNOWS MAGIC, 
MIGHT LEAD ME TO 
THAT PESKY 
LAWMAN J 




GATHER AROUND, YOUNG'UN^ 
AND WE'LL GET ON WITH 
THE SHOW ! FOR TODAY'S 
MAJOR ATTRACTION, WE 
HAVE A PHENOMENAL 
FEAT OF FANTASTIC 




NOW WE'LL SET 
THE GLAD'S UP 
HERE SO YOU 
CAN WE IT EVEN 
PLAINER AND 

WE'LL PUT A 

PIECE OF MAGIC 
PAPER OUST 
OVER THE TOP 
SO YOU CAN 
STILL SEE 
WHAT'S GOING 




ABRACADABRA J 
Wfc PULL THE 
PAPER OFF- 
WATCH REAL 
CLOSELY NOW 

A'b I LIFT THE 

BEADS OUT 
WITH TMI 
WIRE HOOK! 




WELL, WHAT ^ 
DO YOU KNOW ? 
THEV WERE 
SEPERATE 
WHEN I PUT 

THEM IN,.. BUT 

NOW THEY'RE 

AM THREADEP 
ONTO THE 
RIBBON, 1 ! 




GOSH, ARE \ I 
YOU COIN 

II I I II'. HOW 
mpoTHAr, 
MR. GRANT 




r 



Glass isa "mirror Glass!' 
you can make one mjith mirrors 

i ed to both sides ot a 

rd90ard standing 
• ht in the mipdle of a 
glass1 because of the 
mirror's reflection, folks 
think they're seeing the 
whole glass while thev'rb 

in© only half of it '. 
when you drop the separa 
reaps into the front half, 
ah a 1 ready threaded 6et of 
be aps »s in the back half! 




YOU MANAGE TO TWIST THE GLASS 
WHEN SETTING IT SO FOLKS CAN 
SEE IT "EVEN PLAINER? AFTER, 
THAT TWIST, WHAT WASTHE BACK 
HALF OF THE GLASS IS NOW 
FACINGTHE FRONT/ AND WHAT YOU 
PICK" UP WITH THE WIRE HOOK IS 
THE ALREADY THRfcADEP BE APS 1 



HMM - HE'S THE SAME 
BUILP AS PRESTO,* AND 
HE'S FtEAL SLICK WITH 
HIS MAGIC I 




PRESTO MADE TWO *V»v 
Mi'c.TAKESl THE FIRST WAS 
TO BUST UP OUR RUSTLING 
RAID AND GET THE BOSS > 
SO SORE HE'S HAP ME 4 
DO NOTHING BUT TRY TO 
TRACK PRESTO DOWN A 
EVER SINCE. AND HIS * 
SECOND MISTAKE WAS TO 
RUN THE MAGIC SHOW 
JUST NOW! 




^HAT NIGHT 

'vNHO'STHAT Y/^GRABAIR, 
OUT TUERE?/ PRESTOi 




PRiSTO?) 'YEAH 1 MOUNT! 

» — — 7 UP- WE'RE 

■^^fZ^J HEAPING BACK 1 

c-- -v v fob the a 
^ ~~- \ canyon :^| 




JR3 






(m&W 


J I/ 


mfllLvul/ 2 


1 // 


)"**rT\ fk • 


^m^ 




fc-MtLE THE OUTLAWS PALAVER, JEFF 
GRANT L OOKS AROUND — 

— ^—— — — — — — — — — — p 



THIS HIDEOUTS A PERPECT FORTJ 
ONLY ONE NARROW OPENING*. PLENTY 
OP DRINKING WATER FROM THAT STREAM,.., 
AND A BIG FOOD CACHE! HMM — THEY 
1 HAVE TNT HEREi 



(♦fEANWHILE, A T SAWTOOTH JUNCTION - 

'boss J lookT 

AT WATCHMAN WHO ^ 





IHELP! [Two OF •/OUl 
IHELr! ) GUARD TOT 
OPENING 
AGAINST "THE 
POSSE! THE REST 
OF USXWILL SEE 
"WHO'S DOING 
.THAT VELLIKiGl 




its VJfW GRANT^ 
VO U ! \IS TUB Pdfes TO 

WW AT \ fift£>/ I BROUGHT 

happened! him in,,, but he 
here? /managed to sup 
loose 1 after 
powning us, he poisoned 

THE cjREAfA AMD BLEW 
UP THE POOP CACHE WITH 
OUR TWT 1 RUT , BOSS-VWE 
DON'T HAVETONYORRY 
ABOUT THE PRESTOHID 
ANY MORE ... 1 




- 



/♦f EANWHILE , AT THE CANVON'S 
NARROW OPENING - 



'WE'RE RIPOF PR ESTO, BOSS, 
BUT WHAT ABOUT THE POSSE? 
"WITHOUT FOOP OR WATER / 
WE CAN'T HOLE UP INHERE/ 



IF WERE LUCKY, 
HOTHEAPSIM" 
POSSE \NILU TRY 
AMOTHER CHARGE! 
ANP IF THEYPO, SHOOT 
STRAIGHT, MEKi 

BECAUSE. THE MORE 
OF THEM WE PICK 
OFF,,, THE LESt. 
THERE'LL BE TO STOP 
US ONCE WE TRY 
BREAKING THROUGH 
THEVR I.NNE 







MOUNT IIP, MFUl 

MNfelORUW 
RIGHT "THROU 
TH1 




THE RE D HAVE BEEN A HEAP OF 
BLOOD&HEP IF NOT FOR THAT FAKE 
MESSAGE OF YOURS A80UTTHE 
ARAPAHOES, PRESTO ! THAT WA^REAL 

H - HAVING US RIDE OFF ONLYTO 
SET UP AN AMBUSH SOON AS WE WERE 

>-— — >»- OUT OF SIGHT 

I GOT THE IDEA 
FROMMV BEAD 
TRICK, SHERIFF. 
YOU DROP A FEW 
SEAP5 IN 
FULL VIEW.,, BUT 
ALL THE TIME 
THERE'S A STRONG 
THREADED- ROW 
M BACK 




KWHENT SPOTTED THAT 'hA 
OUTLAW IN REDGULCH AS A 
MEMBER OF THE GANG BY 
OPP MARK OF HIS> MOUNT'S! 
HOOFPRINT, I STAGED 
THE MAGIC SHOW ON 
PURPOSE! T WANTED HIM 
TO SUSPECT ME AND TAKE 
ME BACK TO THE CANYON 




ONLY WAY 1 COULD 
MFbblPTMEIR 
HIDEOUT WAS TO 
GET INSIPE! MAT 
WAS JUST SALT 
1 POURED INTO 

R WATER AND 
I JUST TRICKED 
THEM INTO 
BELIEVING 1 WAS 
BLOWN UP BY THF. 
TNT'THAPTODO 
I HAT OR ELSE 
WORD WOULD HftYE 
SPREAD THAT 
PRtSIO AND JEFF 
GRANT ARE THE 
SAME MAN,» 





10 DAY FREE TRIAL 



Wa ai» in tut* «eu Mill to rialiijKiatl %*4th yflu* 

Donald 6mV frewipr onj Thfgtra; f*f >• MM "iIpm 

. low «*-pl»U fMm« (l»«.l ~* *i<' - 

•I Fra* II MO «t* nni lOOnfc rtaliohjan" 
limply ■rtuira within 10 Dot* »"J »•« *'H i««i*» * 
t*lwn«f *I fi hflM p't- 




*MI lh» m*g<« ond 

thrill o* n<ovi»i in y«ur 

v»n honit It no*, voum. Teu *»n 

eclw«1l> »l»ow r*«" ov.n CQ-n»>U la lft>io*f 

el »■ filing mn»i#i to ■your lr<««d«. you' I 

r*irrv*«7i rft^i to no**" own ihtsrfe. Air »ou Jo i» load 

•"* b'fl »t>*-tdy p»e> aet-ev e^<fer,*J by Oooald IV 

r»ioi. end Qtt in In mis? youianll ft* if*, n lull «•*** mq *l 

isjha, itwifia, md «r)*ntn*vri »*»>■-• 
going f« • .»«#- «<«'v *.*, w ^', I » bat *'l ik, olt>«# 

kid* 0'» fJOTfJ Tft Ho*» Ofi-it.rrl yrn. |> H ' hnnvr.j in rj#t ni ItWl 

IM «k- t ■Wrttg, I* fI br ar«t fvn holding .hcwi end 
n»'i.*i, a>.d yww «•« *..- <U a , 9 , ...j-*,, ,,>- lo* 

» ir1\ 'M« II |uif r»a haaglrtg lor i* rhsfva Mi ct»mm .* Tr» u pal 
*«wf »' l^f no it »nriing f?cfur»« Mm« rvu'vi • •• 
D*iald Du*l. Ui*l#y A***,**- B|i.i« t 4-- «ll ya>w (o,».i. ,-«■ . 
tdy hgtott. nrrt won ion a how DnrJ A I* MM film* ten fu • if * * 
tttti b» |Ib«II en w»l | » <•"<• toiling* o» wait di «« yo«i' l^aolrf . 
C**i0Ul> wtt% l«*g l«ftl>"-. !"»•,... V-.lt I .« ^ n ,« (wn 

*rn tr>j«g t»a* kiown. Oon I ooloyl Orrfai «o*»t Only i? ft 
-». f Ittfyt ..— *v« o'f forcrd to o»> lor em 
a^fUlltwuk! lot) iMfgltftg' llf PM i, AcMii.-."*.! oatltfM Mia* •"- 
nvoifablp ol juil «I0{ p«r irt of 4. »r* iliot VOu tan 
\.p '> r 9 mpi|i| l>b'«'r »' lllfiM. CoTpIrl* lit' •' 4t thrilling 
l«lmi mnifi wiiK *aeH iat 



Money Back Guarantee 



i 



Mai*©' M«wi* PfMufh (.a'p- D»p*. 39-1 
3J W.'buf 5>. Ijrfcioel. M. T 

■ u .u «* r 6»»«W e^ck ti...i.. —4 WmiuM? u. u mu »;u. 

tutk * fem*la)« film «l o»:«. l« I «<• ►»< I00«* dall|hiari I may ■ 
■ervtn it ofur 10 doyi frt» trial for prempi rtfund of if" ™ 

I ine'eu X? 9R p!ul Jfc< ^H.rriio t»i*r»»i 
CI i«nd C.O.O. I will psy ifOllmon en dtlivr--* plvi inipptn* P 

N*Mt 

ADDII 



kDDttSS 



.1 

•J 




JEFF GRANT was smiling as he rode 
down tilt slope towards Sawtooth Junc- 
tion. He'd been meaning ia head down this 
way lot I Sundays to tec .ill 

old frienda— bul thai last flar-:-up of owlhool 
shenanigans in his home territory had kept 
him hopping like a shoeless tenderfoot on a 
cactus spread. 

But now Jeff's home territory was scrub- 
bed clean of all lawless varmints, for a while 
anyway— and at last he was going 10 get to- 
gether again with his friends in the small 
town that nestled just ahead in the bottom of 
the valley. 

No doubt about it — Jeff had a soft spot big 
as a boulder in his heart for Sawtooth Junc- 
tion. It had been his home before he'd settled 
down for good at Red Gulch — and there 
wasn't a man. woman, or young 'un here who 
didn't call him by his first name, and smile 
when they called him 

Only, of course, they didn't know lie was 
also The Presto Kid, that masked, magic- 
using lawman who rode without guns! Jeff 
had to play that secret real close to his chest 
If word ever spread around who Presto's 
friends were, owlhoots would try to get back 
at him by making those friends suffer But 
Jeff had managed, from time to time before 
this long spell of late, to come riding in his 
Presto get-up and help out all ihose in the 
valley town who had trouble. 

His horse was scuffing up Main Street dust 
now. and Jeff's smile had grown as wide as 
an uncut pie. "More than likely," he said \<\ 
himself, "the townsfolk'll throw a big shin- 
dig in welcome of me. There*" he mmmtains 
of home-cooked vittels. a neap uf back 
slapping and tall-tale swapping, and some 
barn dancing too. . . ." 

Jeff had dismounted and was tethering-up 
in front of the Mandarin Hotel when he saw 
Doc Thompson, ai straightbacked as ever, 
coming up the street. 

"Howdy, doc!" 

Jeff's hand stayed outstretched for a full 
ten seconds before it started to waver— then 
rjropped i.mply back to his side. 

For Doc Thompson had walked by stiff- 



legged. after ont sour stare. 

' •"Doc. — it's me!" Jeff yelled unbelievingly. 

"What's the matter, doc? Your eyes gone 

bad?" 

But lh« doctor didn't answer. II anything, 
he just quickened his stiff-legged gait as he 
kept moving down the street. 

Before Jeff had a chance to taste the full 
bitter flavor of the curt brush-off, he spotted 
ia\ old Charlie Nixon, the owner of the 
stage-coach line, pushing his way out 
through the swinging doors of the Golden 
Slipper. 

"Howdy," Jeff said carefully. "Long time 
no §e«." 

But Charlie waddled by him. not even 
nodding — and Jeff w»$ left standing alone. 
Ins face working with sudden dismay. 

But that was moonlight-and-roses com- 
pared to how he felt after the rest of his old 
friends, one after the other, acted exactly the 
same — every last one of them passing him by 
without even a nod. 

Jeff slowly untethered his mount. His 
smile had faded. His eyes were narrow now, 
clinting with anger. After easing into his 
saddle, he took one long last withering look 
at Sawtooth Junction, and then headed out 
of town. 

His thoughts were bitter as he jogged 
.tiring. He kept calling himself a fool for ever 
having been bo sure he was well liked in •* 
ihese parts. 

It was that surcness that had made him 
come galloping hark again and again, as 
Presto, to help out some of the very people 
who had shunned his outstretched hand to- 
day. 

Why. once when Charlie Nixon's stage- 
coach line had been going from bad to worse 
because of a gang of road agents, Presto had 
not only rounded up the gang — but had also 
forced a confession from the sidewinder who 
had been working with the gang from the 
inaide. 

Using hypnotism to create the Indian 
rope-trick illusion. Presto had got that aide- 
winder to believing that Presto was pulling 
him up the rope . . . and would keep pulling 
him right up beyond where the rope vanished 



into thin air, unless he blurted out the truth, 

Sci he'd confessed. He. as dispatcher, had 
fed routes and departure-times of the stage- 
coaches to the gang. And his confession had 
cleared Charlie hdajtelf-iMfor the therirT had 
wrongly MOpected Charlie of being in ca- 
hoots with the gang! 

And Doc Thompson ! . . . What about the 
time the doc had been led up to an owlhoot 
hideout and forced to treat the gang boss for 
that common Western ailment known as I>u7- 
let wound? 

After the doc had finished with his work, 
those owlhoots were just about to ftnisli Mm 
off to make sure he'd never be able to give 
away their location's hideout— when Presto 
had showed up, gunles* as ever . . , and after 
a heap of mumbo-jumbo. had used a smoke 
flare both to mystify and temporarily blind 
the owlhoots. and had spirited doc away 
front right under their nose-;. 

Jeff shook his head distastefully. He had 
no right ta expect those folks to be grateful 
lohim for Presto's good deeds. After all, they 
didn't know the two were one and the same 
man. It was as Jeff that they had always 
known and liked him — and it was Jeff whom 
they'd turned away from today. . . . 

Suddenly he pulled rein, having decided to 
let his mount drink at the water hole that 
should be hereabouts at the side of the trail. 

"Pssst—Jeff Grant!" 

Jeff swivelled in his saddle. It was dusk 
now. and whoever had whispered, was stand- 
ing back in the shadows. 

"Jeff— it's me. Tad Thompson . . . the doc's 
boy!" 

Jeff smiled thinly at the freckled young 
'un. "Aren't you a mite free with your greet- 
ings, boy? Your fathei wouldn't even nod at 
me a half -hour ago on Main Street." 

The boy spoke shrilly, "J rode ahead so I 
could tell you why, Jeff! Everybody in Saw- 
tooth Junction likes you as much as ever! 
But Ban Cragstonehae taken over the town ! 
He moved in with his whole gang — and 
everybody's afraid to stand up to him!" 

Jeff found himself leaning forward. "So?" 
he breathed eagerly. 

"So when one of his men spotted you 
headed here, Bart warned everybody that' if 
they as much as nodded at you when you 
came by, his men would squeaae trigger 
with their sights on you!" 

"On me.*' 

The boy nodded. "That's right—because 
Bart doesn't want any outsider to hear tell of 
how he's hogticd the town! He figures if 
word should get around, the federal marshals 
would move right in oa him!" 

Jeff placed his hand on the hoy's shoulder. 
"The* it was for my own sake that all the 
Sawtooth Jiuvlioners shunned me?" 

"No other reason, Jeff!" 



Jeff blinked happily "I was a lool not to 
believe in them," he said. "Know what we're 
going to do now. Tad?" 

"Ride to the nearest federal marshal?" 

'Nope — wc won't have to ride that far.- 
Just so happens a cloee friend oi mine i* 
Camped nearby. Ever hear of the Presto Kid. 
Tad>" 

Tad's eyes widened. "Oh boy — have I?!" 

"Well, you slip back to town. "And sooner 
than you think, Presto will come riding!" 

And as soon as Tad had gone, Jeff unrolled 
his Presto mask and cape from his saddle- 
pack, and galloped for Sawtooth Junction ! 

Three hours later, a gloved hand reached 
in through one of the windows at the Golden 
Slipper and grabbed Bart Cragstonc by the 
scruff of the collar. When th.it <quat. beetle- 
browed bully saw who had hold of him. he 
bellowed. "PRESTO 1 ' - like b call In brand- 
ing. And the next thing he knew, he was be- 
ing yanked clear out of the window! 

Well, Bans men weren't going to stand by 
while their boss was being manhandled I So 
they started rushing . . . only to land fla- 
their faces right outside the door! They lay 
there, Muring shakily at the great Presto, 
wondering how he'd knocked them off their 

feel 

Presto smiled. It had been so downright 
easy it was almost shameful. Just stretch a 
thin black rope taut between two stakes in 
front of a door— and when men come piling 
out. that rope will be sure to make them pile 
up! 

Then Presto turned to Bart who hadn't 
Stopped trembling yet, and told him he could 
go join his men. When Bart heard that, he 
couldn't believe his ears. All That was keep- 
ing his men from squeezing trigger now, he 
thought, was that he was in the line of fire. 
The split second he'd leave Presto's side, 
they'd start blazing away. 

But when Bart started walking, he saw 
with sinking heart that his men would 
squeeze no triggers tonight. 

For all the townsmen, every last one of 
them, standing in doorways, on rooftops, 
leaning over window sills, had their shoot- 
ing-irons trained on Bart's gang. 

Presto's greatest feat of magic that night 
had been to hold a secret meeting with the 
townsfolk before collaring Bart— and so talk 
away their fear that now their spines wete 
stiffened enough to have showed themselves 
end to have cleared leather at his signal ! 

After seeing Bart and his men td the lock- 
up. Presto said he. was needed elsewhere, and 
galloped off into the night. 

And not long after, when Jeff Grant rode 
back into Sawtooth Junction, his old friends 
were able to give him the hearty greetings 
he'd so yeaoned for before. . . . 
THE END 



CT 18 ONLY PITTING THAT THE MOST 
FAMOUS LAWMAN OP BULLET SHOllD 
6c REPRESENTED IN THE BULLET TOWN 

WITH HIS PORTRAIT. 0./ER 
REDMASK'S PROTESTS. A GREAT 
WESTERN ARTIST PA.NT5 HIS P.CTUR8- 
MUCri TO THE ANNOYANCE OF THE 
BLACK MIKE GAMS. FOR THE CHIMSOn 
CAVALIER CAN PROVE PLENTY DANGER- 
OUS, EVEN WHEN ME IS ONLY DONE IN 

RED MASK ffiriBfc 




f\ Rifle crachs sharply in the dry Arizona 

•^-OIR. WITH A SOUEAL OP BRAKES, A STAGECOACH 

30CKS TO A HALT- 



ERRITQRIAL GOVERNOR LUClAN M.TRUMML 
STEPS DOWN FROM THE CCACH— 

WE AREN'T <3UNNiNG\f 
FOR YOU. GOVERNOR— ™ 




THAT BOX CONTAIN? PUBLIC "X WE CAN 

©5.' PUNDS TO BE U56D TO SPPnD IT 
COMPLETE THE NEA TOWN 
HALL IN eynET' _ ^< WA* OUr 



THUD OP POUNDING HOOPS SWINGS TMl 

-.. ABOUND. THESE 13* Cfc'- 





g^ND SO MUCH AGAINST HIS WISH, REDMASK 
COMES TO FOSE FOR A PORTRAIT B1 THE GREAT 
WESTERN PAINTER OFTHE PLAINS... 



N£ WEEK LATER, IN THE PARTIALIS COM- 

1 -n. LCTED TOWN HALL... 

REOM ASK, SOMEDAY 



AT LAST- 
HOLD THAT POSE.' THE OTHER 
PAINTINGS I'VE DONE WILL BE 
DISCARDED. THIS IS THE ONE 
THAT SHOWS "KXI OeTERMINeD- 
AS IF FACING EVIL AND LAWLESS 
NESS TO OVERCOME IT.' 




• 



|EXT EVENING IN THE TOWN OP 

BULLET.. 
WHV- THAT RIDER 

15 ONE OF THE MEN 

WHO TRIED TO HOLD 

UP THS GOVERNOR, 

LAST VVS6K.' HEXWU-" 

HOLD ON/ 



Founding hooves 
clomp out a thunder- 
ous tattoo as the 
outlaw flees— 
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THE HILLS BEVOND BULLET. A LITTLE AFTER MIDNIGHT... 



GOOD' TOMORROW 
WE'LL BE BIGHT 
WHERE THE MAP 
SAW9-WITH ENOUGH 
DYNAMITE TO BLOW 
A DOZEN PEDMASKS 

TO KINGDOM COME.' 
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IAIexT MORNING. AS THE SUN RISES OVER DEAD 
COW GULCH — 








YOU SAW A PAINTING 
OP ME.' I BORROWED 
ONE THAT REMISTON HAD 
DONE OP ME AND THREW 
AWAY. I RODE OUT L4ST 
NISHT AND PLANT60 IT. I 
WAITEO UNTIL YOU SLEW 
UP THE CLIPP. THEN 
TRAILED YOU INTQTOWM.' 
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